
 

  

  

Hervé Chneiweiss est docteur en médecine et docteur en 

science, directeur de recherches au CNRS, neurobiologiste et 

neurologue. Il anime lõ®quipe ç Plasticité Gliale » et est direc-

teur du laboratoire Neurosciences Paris Seine-IBPS (Inserm/

CNRS/UPMC) à Paris-Jussieu. 

 

Ses travaux portent sur la biologie dõune population de cellules 

gliales du système nerveux, les astrocytes. Les astrocytes 

constituent la moitié des cellules cérébrales et remplissent de 

nombreuses fonctions depuis la mise en place de lõarchitec-

ture du cerveau jusquõau fonctionnement ¨ chaque instant des 

communications entre neurones. De plus certains astrocytes 

forment les cellules souches cérébrales adultes et la plupart 

des maladies dites neurologiques sont en fait liées à une  

altération de la fonction astrocytaire. Son équipe étudie plus 

particuli¯rement les m®canismes liant lõastrocyte ¨ la gen¯se 

et au développement des tumeurs cérébrales.  

 

La caractérisation au sein de tumeurs cérébrales de cellules tumorales aux caractères 

« souches » pourrait permettre de développer de nouvelles stratégies thérapeutiques  

anticanc®reuses ce quõil cherche en liant prot®omique, m®tabolisme et ®pig®n®tique.  

 

Hervé Chneiweiss est rédacteur en chef depuis 2006 de la revue Médecine/Sciences. Il ®tudie 

également les questions éthiques de la recherche biomédicale. Il est président du comité 

d'®thique de l'Inserm, membre du comit® national dõ®thique (CCNE) fran­ais et du CIB de  

lõUNESCO. Il a contribu® ¨ des articles publi®s dans des revues scientifiques internationales et/ou 

livre de bioéthique, dont Bioéthique : Avis de tempêtes (avec Jean-Yves Nau, Alvik, 2003),  

Neuroscience et Neuroéthique : des cerveaux libres et heureux (Alvik 2006) et lõhomme r®par® 

(Plon 2012). 

 

Selon Dr. Chneiwess, « nous entrons dans l'ère des neurosciences et l'éthique y est partout inter-

pellée: quel magnifique défi! » 
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Call for Applications: Interdisciplinary Research Week òPediatric Neuro-Enhancementñ

Ethical, social and legal questions in comparison between North America and Germanyó, 

March 7-11, 2016, University of Osnabrück, Germany 

Submission Deadline: December 13, 2015, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Abstracts: The 6th Cambridge Consortium for Bioethics Education: Practical Prob-

lems and Shared Solutions, July 11-13, 2016, Paris, France 

Submission Deadline: December 15, 2015, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Abstracts: The Science of Consciousness, April 25-30, 2016, Tucson, AZ 

Submission Deadline: December 15, 2015, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Papers: International Network on Feminist Approaches to Bioethics World Congress, 

13-15 June, 2016, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Submission Deadline: January 12, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Abstracts: 13th World Congress of the International Association of Bioethics, June 

14-17, 2016, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Submission Deadline: January 15, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Abstracts: Rudolf-Carnap-Lectures 2016, Prof. Patricia S Churchland 

òNeurophilosophy 30 years onó, March 7-10, 2016, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany 

Submission Deadline: January 15, 2016, click here for more info. 

 

Call for Papers: Designing Moral TechnologiesñTheoretical, Practical and Ethical Issues, 

July 10-15, 2016, Ascona, Switzerland 

Submission Deadline: January 31, 2016, click here for more info. 

Montreal Neuroethics Network Seminar: òConsciousness Unbound: The Ethics of Neuroim-

aging After Severe Brain Injuryó ñ Charles Weijer, Ph.D., Western University, Canada 

Date: December 3, 2015, 12:00pm-1:00pm 

Location: 110, avenue des Pins Ouest, Room André-Barbeau, Institut de recherches 

cliniques de Montréal (IRCM)  

 

Summit on Animals, Public Health, and Ethics 

Date: December 9-10, 2015  

Location: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, MD 

Click here for information and registration.   
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http://ikw.uni-osnabrueck.de/~neuroenhancement/neuroenhancement_call_en.pdf
http://www.icmbioethics.com/
http://www.consciousness.arizona.edu
http://iab2016.com/fab-2016-call-for-papers/
http://iab2016.com/about-iab2016/
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/philosophy/carnaplectures/Rudolf-Carnap_Lectures/Home.html
http://philevents.org/event/show/18670
http://iab2016.com/about-iab2016/
http://www.jhsph.edu/departments/environmental-health-sciences/centers-and-programs/giraphe/index.html
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http://www.ircm.qc.ca/LARECHERCHE/axes/neuro/neuroethique/Pages/Postesdisponibles.aspx?PFLG=1033&lan=1033
http://www.ircm.qc.ca/LARECHERCHE/axes/neuro/neuroethique/Pages/Postesdisponibles.aspx?PFLG=1033&lan=1033
http://www.ircm.qc.ca/LARECHERCHE/axes/neuro/neuroethique/Pages/Postesdisponibles.aspx?PFLG=1033&lan=1033
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http://www.ircm.qc.ca/LARECHERCHE/axes/neuro/neuroethique/Pages/Postesdisponibles.aspx?PFLG=1033&lan=1033
http://www.ircm.qc.ca/LARECHERCHE/axes/neuro/neuroethique/Pages/Postesdisponibles.aspx?PFLG=1033&lan=1033
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December 1, 2015 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

We would like to invite you to become a member of the International Neuroethics Society 

(INS).  

 

Since the Society was founded in 2006 with the goal of promoting the development and re-

sponsible application of neuroscience, membership has grown to 330 today from 26 coun-

tries. The annual meetings each year are held with distinguished speakers on a range of top-

ics from psychopharmacology and global mental health to neuroscience in the courts. In the 

last two years, the INS presented over $15,000 in awards and travel stipends to deserving 

students while developing exciting new opportunities for trainee leadership. 

  

We hope that you will join us as we continue to provide a better understanding of the ethical 

uses of neuroscience and foster its most beneficial practices. Benefits of membership are: 

¶ meeting and working with colleagues in neuroethics 

¶ leadership and committee opportunities 

¶ opportunities to shape the field and provide input to ethical matters in neuroscience 

discovery 

¶ participation in society elections 

¶ discounts to International Neuroethics Society events  

¶ discounted subscription to AJOB-Neuroscience, the official journal of the Society 

¶ listing in the INS online directory for networking 

¶ the opportunity to list events, jobs and place announcements in the newsletter  

¶ access to the Societyõs LinkedIn Group. 

  

You may also want to explore "About Us" where you will find the leadership, mission, govern-

ance and committees. As a member, you will have access to many networking activities in-

cluding the latest newsletter and the annual meeting.  

 

The easiest way to join is to go to the INS website  and, under the Membership tab, click 

Membership Application.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karen Gra-

ham, executive director, kgraham@neuroethicssociety.org    

 

The next annual meeting of the INS is in San Diego, on November 10 and 11, again as a  

satellite of the Society for Neuroscience. We look forward to seeing you there. 

  

Best wishes, 

 

Barbara J. Sahakian 

President 

 

Judy Illes 

President-Elect 

 

Steven E. Hyman 

Past President  
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http://www.neuroethicssociety.org
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/who-are-we
https://ns.memberclicks.net/november-2015
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/meeting-coverage
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/membership
mailto:kgraham@neuroethicssociety.org
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In pursuit of a childõs potential: a parentõs reflections on hope and futility 

Jennifer Johannesen 

From the author: Parents with young children with severe neurodevelopmental disabilities 

are extraordinarily committed to helping them achieve as much as they can, despite the 

significant odds against them. I was one of those parents until I started to question why we 

were working so hard, to achieve so little, at such tremendous cost. I have met many  

families who share this experience. Hopefully this story sparks a discussion about the role 

clinicians can play in helping families like mine establish realistic goals and priorities. 
 

Owenõs brain scans didnõt give us many clues. Although his basal ganglia were underdevel-

oped (this news caused a flurry of inquiry but produced no leads), there was little else to hint 

at why Owen was the way he was. He was about as disabled as you could imagine: he could 

not crawl, sit, stand, walk, chew, swallow or hear.  He was a tiny boy ð just 58 pounds when 

he died, at 12 years old. The list of medical issues and complications was alarmingly long. In 

a way, it was remarkable he lived as long as he did. He died sometime overnight while the 

surrounding household slept, unaware of his struggle to turn himself back over. (The  

diagnosis was SUDEP ð Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy ð which was given despite 

the fact that Owen didnõt have epilepsy, and despite his post-death position. His autopsy 

revealed that he did not suffocate.)  

I mention Owenõs scans because for a while, in the 

early days, I thought they would reveal his secrets. 

Owenõs doctors and therapists would explain to 

me that his brain was misfiring; it was sending 

wrong or mixed signals to his body, causing his 

dystonia and spasticity. So I made the logical  

assumption that his problems were located in his 

brain, and I became especially focused on brain 

scan results. Unfortunately more scans didnõt  

reveal more information ð especially as there was 

nothing to see.  (By the way:  I could say the same 

about bloodwork, genetic testing and muscle  

biopsies. He endured a lot of tests, none of which 

revealed the clues I was seeking.) 

 

All of this to explain that none of us, including his doctors, knew what was wrong with him. 

We only knew what we could see, which is that he was developing in unusual ways, never 

meeting developmental milestones, not gaining any skills. But this wasnõt too discouraging: 

our unfruitful quest to answer ôwhyõ left plenty of room for hopes and dreams. No diagnosis 

meant there were no limitsñwhich suggested that anything was possible.  

http://www.epilepsy.com/learn/impact/mortality/sudep

